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Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies Centre

Originated from Field Studies Council

Field Studies Council, which was established in 1943, is an education charity in England. It offers
opportunities for the public to learn about and engage with outdoor through first-hand experience. It
has positive and profound impact on the development of field studies works in Hong Kong. It is
deeply-entrenched among the Council, that people will appreciate the nature and start to protect it,
once they get to know deeper about the environment in which they live. The Sai Kung Field Studies
Centre was set up by Hong Kong Education Bureau in 1978, after drawing inspirations from the daily
operations and courses of the Field Studies Council. The Council was also the main source of education
enlightenment to which teachers from Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies Centre were sent, during the
first years upon the Centre’s establishment.

Originated from Sai Kung Field Studies Centre

Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies Centre is modeled from Sai Kung Field Studies Centre operated
according to Code of Aid. The establishment of Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies Centre was the result
of over-subscription of the field courses of Sai Kung Field Studies Centre. Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field
Studies Centre conducted field studies for Advanced Level Biology and Geography students in Hong
Kong by one graduate Biology teacher and one graduate Geography teacher respectively in 1996.

Emergence of Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies Centre in Cheung Chau

Sai Kung Field Studies Centre was over-subscribed since its commencement. The participating schools
had to wait for two to three years in order to join the Advanced Level Biology or Geography residential
field courses. As such, the Education Department decided to open more field studies centres to cater for
the keen demand for residential courses. Eventually, Caritas Hong Kong successfully established the third
field studies centre in Hong Kong in 1996.

Factors accounting for the organization of Field Studies Centre

In the interviews with the former Head of VTES, Mr. Lee S.T., Peter and former Principal Inspector, Mr. Law
H.L., Stephen, the following factors are being summarized:

1. The present location of Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies Centre is located next to Caritas camps that
provide meal and accommodation for the teachers and students of residential courses.

2. Caritas Hong Kong was able to solicit the funding from Chan Chun Ha Charitable Trust for the centre
founding.

3. The senior of Caritas Hong Kong in early 1990s including Rev. Lerda, Rev. Yeung M.C., Michael and Mr.
Lee S.T., Peter have shown unanimous support.

4. Cheung Chauis a site encompassing fascinating coastal features, biodiversity of flora and fauna.

The above factors have sowed the seeds for the perpetual growth of Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Studies
Centre rooted in Cheung Chau.

Below are the aerial photos taken in 1992, 1995 and 1997, which shows the stages of development of the Field Studies Centre.

Before construction (1992) During construction (1995) Establishment (1997)



